MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 HELD ON MONDAY 19th OCTOBER 2026 AT 7.00 PM 
AT THE PARISH HALL, WILDHERN



77/26 OPEN FORUM 
3 members of the public were present.

78/26 PRESENT
Matt Nicol (Chairman), Nigel Bull (Vice-Chairman), Tim Strong, Catherine Morton, Alex Raworth and Sarah Eaton were present. The Clerk was in attendance.  
 
79/26 APOLOGIES	
There were apologies from Philip Wray and Cllr Phil North. Cllr Kirsty North (HCC) did not attend.

80/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

81/26 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th September 2026 were proposed by Catherine Morton and seconded by Tim Strong. The minutes were then signed as a true record by the Chairman.

82/26 PLANNING
26/02236/FULLN Downlands Farmhouse, Cow Down, Tangley – Alterations inc. orangery. Support

83/26 HIGHWAYS 
Notes prepared by Steve Kershaw from the meeting held at The Fox Inn on 4th September had been circulated to councillors for review/comment. The Chairman and Philip Wray had both attended the meeting and confirmed that the notes were a true account of what was discussed. The Parish Council elected to support the Call to Action points in the notes and it was agreed that a letter confirming this would be sent to Kit Malthouse, MP. 

Bill Higgins provided an update on his LGSC Ombudsman and Information Commissioner requests. He has written to HCC to ask them to make a claim against WCC and to see if CIL funds from the Conholt Estate development can be used to repair the damage caused in our parish. It was also questioned, due to the inadequate nature of the verge reinstatement work to date, whether Conholt Estate would be prepared to challenge KW Langley over the quality of the work. 

Cllr Kirsty North provided an update on highway matters prior to the meeting. The information she received from HCC Highways is as follows:

The additional grip and ditch clearance works referred to in my previous email are still being organised. Unfortunately, due to the short period between the inspection undertaken prior to my previous response and the planned carriageway repairs, we were unable to arrange for this additional work to be completed at the same time. We will look to carry out the outstanding grip and ditch clearance as soon as practicable, although I am unable to provide a specific timeframe at present.
 
The area of carriageway at the junction of Hatherden Lane and Fox Hill is planned for repair before the end of November. Given its location, together with the available road closure and diversion arrangements, it was considered more appropriate to include this section with the planned repairs on Fox Hill rather than the works completed last week on Hatherden Lane.


 
The grip clearance programme referred to by Mr Comley records the grips as having been cleared in 2024, as outlined in my previous email. I note Mr Comley’s assertion that they were not cleared as part of that programme. I have therefore ensured that all of these grips are included on our inventory for clearance as part of next year’s programme. 
For clarity, the additional grip and ditch clearance works referred to above relate only to those assets that are not currently included on our inventory. The intention is to bring these into a maintainable condition so that they can be incorporated into future programmed maintenance.

Cllr Kirsty North also provided an update via e-mail prior to the meeting re. the tree planting scheme on HCC verges, and particularly Church Lane. However, the response was as follows:

The Highways Arboricultural team have advised that it does not appear that there is significant space available for additional tree planting at this location. However, requests for new highway trees are welcomed and will be assessed on their individual merits.
Should you or local residents wish to propose tree planting in this area, a request can be submitted using the following link: tree-planting

Brian Comley has kindly cut back the vegetation around our SID/SLR signs manually rather than using a hedge cutter which either damages the signs or can’t get close enough to clear the obstruction. Thank you, Brian for your help with this.

84/25 FOOTPATHS
The right of way from Holt Lane to Rushmore Farm in Upton is still overgrown at the Tangley end despite Conholt and Steve Miller having been contacted about this back in August. The Clerk will remind both parties of our earlier request to get their right of way boundaries cut back.  

85/26 DEFIBRILLATORS (AEDs)
Jeremy Todd who lives in Tangley has offered to ask SCAS if they will run a couple of defibrillator training courses for the parish. SCAS operate on a donation only basis. Philip Wray will liaise with Jeremy over this and then publicise the training events and sign up anyone who wishes to attend.

The AED at The Hare & Hounds may need to be relocated as the pub has been shut for a while and recently broken in to. Various locations were discussed but the main issue is finding a site where the AED is visible from the road and there is power. The Clerk will approach a couple of residents to see if they would be prepared to have the AED on their perimeter fence, if necessary. There also needs to be a safe place to pull in when accessing the defibrillator. 

The Hare & Hounds is becoming a liability. Cllr Phil North is actively involved in trying to secure the building as it has recently been broken into. The Chairman offered to contact the owner to find out what is happening to the building. 

All 6 AEDs have been recently inspected, and the Clerk will update The Circuit accordingly.  

86/26 FINANCE 
Thank you to Sue Warren and her team for the very generous donation of £1,053 from the Tangley Flower and Produce Show, for which we are extremely grateful. 

The Clerk prepared a bank reconciliation prior to the meeting and advised that the bank balance is £16,844.07 after all payments had been reconciled to the last statement. £1,139.71 is held on behalf of the Sports Group and £1,200 on behalf of the village green, leaving PC funds at £14,504.36. The bank reconciliation was signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

Our second precept payment of £9,000 was received at the beginning of October. A VAT reclaim in the amount of £744.45 has been submitted. £272.15 is due from the VHC for their 50% share of the port-a-loo costs to the end of October.


The following online bank payments were agreed by all councillors in attendance:
	 
	£  84.00 Robin Casson re. hedge cutting at Tangley Allotment Group site (retrospective)
	£144.00 Ace Liftaway re. port-a-loo (September) (retrospective)
	£115.95 TVBC Grounds Maintenance DD (October)
	£662.38 Simon Nightingale re. SLR signs (Split 50/50 with VD/HT)
	£998.32 Simon Nightingale re. SID signs
	£900.00 Capes Farms Limited re. permissive footpaths
	£185.15 Ace Liftaway final invoice for port-a-loo 
	£250.00 Hatherden with Tangley PCC re. grant for cemetery maintenance
£445.37 Clerks salary (October) 
	£  30.60 HMRC re. PAYE 
	£  18.00 Hysons re. PAYE administration

87/26 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
It was suggested that we could ask for volunteers to wash road signs in the immediate vicinity of their property. If anyone living near a village name sign or speed limit sign just washed that one sign near them it would make a huge difference. The Clerk will ask for this to be added to The Grapevine.

88/26 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Lawrence Leask was unable to attend the meeting, but had provided the text for a letter to be sent by the Parish Council to Harry Goodchild at HCC answering some of the queries relating to historic planning applications regarding public open space. It was agreed that this letter should be sent from the Parish Council to Harry asap to support the extremely detailed work Lawrence has put into this trying to get all the open space included in the village green application outcome. 

Remembrance Sunday is on 8th November. Catherine Morton has ordered a wreath and is organising the poppy collection for which we are very grateful. Collection boxes will be in The Fox and The Old Bell & Crown, The George in Vernham Dean, James Place and Oaktrack. Nicola Plumley has volunteered to make a door-to-door collection in Wildhern – thank you Nicola. Sarah and Rob Geeson have very kindly tidied up the war memorial, so huge thanks to them for doing this voluntarily. Matt Nicol has very kindly offered to provide coffee at The Fox after the service. It was agreed to make a £100 donation to The Royal British Legion. 


The meeting closed at 20.26


The next meeting of Tangley Parish Council will take place on 
Monday, 7th December 2026 at 7pm in the Parish Hall in Wildhern
 
