MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL AGM OF TANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 HELD ON MONDAY 18th MAY 2026 AT 7.30 PM 
AT THE PARISH HALL, WILDHERN



39/26 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN
Matt Nicol was re-elected as Chairman and Nigel Bull was re-elected as Vice-Chairman.  Both nominations were unanimously supported by all councillors.

40/26 PRESENT
Matt Nicol (Chairman), Nigel Bull (Vice-Chairman), Alex Raworth, Catherine Morton, and Sarah Eaton were present. Cllr Kirsty North (HCC) attended the meeting. The Clerk was in attendance.  
 
41/26 APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Tim Strong and Cllr Phil North (TVBC). 

42/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest and no change in circumstances for any councillor.

43/26 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on13th April 2025 were proposed by Nigel Bull and seconded by Catherine Morton.  The minutes were then signed as a true record by the Chairman.

44/26 ALLOCATION OF RESPONSIBILITES
Planning – Nigel Bull
Highways – Tim Strong
AEDs – Alex Raworth
Footpaths – Nigel Bull
Allotments – Sarah Eaton
SIDs/SLRs – Catherine Morton
Parish Improvements - Catherine Morton/Alex Raworth

45/26 PLANNING
26/00783/VARN Penton Sawmills – Removal of timber only storage restriction – Object
The Parish Council object to this application as it does not specify what may be stored in the place of timber. There is also an outstanding planning application concerning the change of class use of the site. Penton Mewsey Parish Council are trying to convene an interview with the BBC and councillors and residents will be invited to participate. Date to be confirmed.

We briefly discussed the situation at the land adjacent to Hillside in Hatherden where the newbuild seems to have come to a halt. There does not appear to be any planning permission in place for this development, despite the footings being built. The Clerk will contact the planning officer about this.

46/26 HIGHWAYS
Cllr Kirsty North advised as the verge reinstatement work being undertaken under licence from Hampshire Highways by RW Armstrong, who are being paid by Conholt, is an informal agreement so the work has not been specified and mapped in the usual way. HCC has been restricted in the information it can give out during an election period, so communication has been minimal. However, Kirsty will be undertaking a drive around the parish with Jonathan Bambridge of Hampshire Highways to review the verge reinstatement. She will report back once this has taken place and is aware that residents are not entirely satisfied with the work to date. Parish Councillors have not been invited to take part. 

Blue spots have appeared on the carriageway which seem to indicate that there is a plan. Bill Higgins has requested that specific passing places are designated/agreed. 
Robin Casson would like to see the verges reinstated to their former condition with the use of chalk, flint and wildlife habitat, but this is probably more than is realistically achievable as Conholt has no legal requirement to pay for this work and there will presumably be a limit as to what the estate is happy to contribute. No money is available from Hampshire Highways for our verge reinstatement. 

The current depth of the new topsoil is approx. six inches. It was agreed that Jonathan Bambridge must know what is required to reinstate the verges. The consensus was that we should await the outcome of Kirsty’s drive around the parish with Jonathan. 

47/25 FOOTPATHS
The Clerk received two more restricted by-way signs which were dropped off with Jerker Grader at Tangley Estate which will be placed on two of the three entrances to the track behind Clarke’s Farmhouse which leads to Hampshire Gap. It was noted that no restricted by-way sign was present at the Chalkpit Cottages end of the Roman Road in the direction of the pond in Wildhern. The Clerk will ask HCC Rights of Way to supply some more signs.

48/26 DEFIBRILLATORS (AEDs)
All 5 Lifepack CR Plus AEDs need new battery and pad packs before the end of June. The Clerk will place an order for these through The DefibStore. This expenditure was proposed by Catherine Morton and seconded by Alex Raworth. All routine inspections took place prior to the meeting, and The Circuit will be updated accordingly. Alex Raworth asked if face masks could be installed in each AED cabinet. She will speak to St John’s Ambulance and get the spec for a suitable mask. 

49/26 FINANCE
The internal audit took place on 27th April 2026. John Murray’s resulting letter was reviewed at the meeting and there were two issues raised. The first was the need to assess whether we need to add insurance for cyber-attack risk, but this was considered to be unnecessary as all our information is in the public domain so hacking a parish council laptop would be fairly pointless. The second point was the need to review the Clerk’s salary annually in line with the HALC recommended pay scales. This matter will be an agenda item for the next meeting.

The Annual Internal Audit Report on the Annual Governance and Accounting Record (AGAR) was completed and signed by the internal auditor, John Murray.

(1) Section 1 - The Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 of the AGAR was read out and each point agreed by full council. It was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

(2) Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 of the AGAR was agreed by full council.  It was signed by the Chairman and The Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer before submission to BDO LLP, our external auditors.

The Notice of Public Rights and Publication of the AGAR will be posted on the parish website before 3 June 2026 in accordance with the dates and period recommended by BDO LLP.  The inspection period will be from 3 June to 14 July 2025.

The parish council’s insurance will renew on 1 June 2026 through Gallaghers.  The policy remains with Hiscox and the premium is £1,093.55, which is marginally more than last year. There have been no additions to the policy. The VH committee need to look at adding the new dishwasher to their insurance policy. 

The Clerk prepared a bank reconciliation prior to the meeting and advised that the bank balance is £6,977.41 after all payments had been reconciled to the last statement. £833.71 is held on behalf of the Sports Group and £1,200 on behalf of the village green, leaving PC funds at £4,943.70

The bank reconciliation was then signed as a true record by the Chairman. 



The following online bank payments were then agreed by full council:

£   230.00 John Murray re. Internal Audit
	£   900.00 Capes Farms Limited re. permissive footpaths
	£   184.63 Ace Liftaway re. port-a-loo April 
	£1,093.55 Hiscox Insurance annual premium
	£     66.24 Dragon Technology Ltd – Court booking system subscription (T/Court funds)
	£   103.70 TVBC Grounds Maintenance (May)
	£   870.00 The DefibStore – 5 x AED pad packs
£   445.37 Clerks salary (May) 
	£     30.60 HMRC re. PAYE 
	£     18.00 Hysons re. PAYE administration (May)

50/26 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
The fingerpost sign at the war memorial has been stripped back to bare metal and is being repainted.

The allotment site was discussed, and it is evident that most plot holders have lost interest and the area is looking quite scruffy. Only two people seem to be actively using their plots so the rest will be advertised via The Grapevine to see if there is any interest. Nobody seems to know who pays for the water/standpipe. 

At last year’s APM it was agreed to trial the installation of a port-a-loo from Ace Liftaway to see if it was a good idea. If it got abused, then it was going to be removed, but this was not the case, and it has remained in situ since last August, with the Parish Council paying the full cost. The port-a-loo is cleaned weekly by the supplier. It was suggested that, as the port-a-loo is a successful addition to the playing field and the cost of building an outside loo at the hall has been avoided, the VHC should be asked to contribute. The total net cost to 31/03/2026 was £987.50, so 50% of this would be £493.75. No formal agreement was made with the VHC last year as to who would be responsible for the cost of the port-a-loo if it remained, but it does save users of the playing field from asking to use the facilities at the VH, which in turn would need to be cleaned if access was allowed. The Clerk will again ask the VHC if they are prepared to make a voluntary contribution towards the costs. Going forward, the port-a-loo will only be in situ between 1st April and 1st October each year. The VHC have agreed to pay 50% of the cost for this new financial year. 

51/26 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Lawrence Leask was unable to attend the meeting but there has been no decision yet regarding the outcome of the VGA inquiry following release of the inspector’s report. Due to election commitments, Cllr Phil North has been unable to address planning queries raised by the other party, so Lawrence asked that a month’s extension be requested from HCC by the Parish Council, which was agreed. 


The meeting closed at 21.07



The next meeting of Tangley Parish Council will take place on 
Monday, 13th July 2026 at 7pm in the Parish Hall in Wildhern
 
