MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 HELD ON MONDAY 13th APRIL 2026 AT 7.00 PM 
AT THE PARISH HALL, WILDHERN


27/26 OPEN FORUM
9 members of the public were present.

Bill Higgins said he has come to the end of the road with the complaints process at both HCC and WCC and now needs to escalate the matter to the Ombudsman if we wish to proceed with trying to clarify if WCC broke the law by not putting a S57 Agreement in place as part of the Conholt planning process, which would have held the estate liable for making highway repairs at the end of the project. Bill is trying to avoid HCC residents having to pay for road repairs through our council tax for a mistake made by WCC. 

Cllr Kirsty North said that the Ombudsman will look at due process when appraising the situation to try and assess if the Conholt renovation project was deemed to be a major development and whether WCC are financially liable in any way. 

Bill Higgins asked for the parish councils support to take the matter to the Ombudsman. Robin Casson said this was important to ensure that the situation isn’t repeated in the future.

Steve Kershaw said that Conholt is a commercial entity and that lorries are still coming through the villages. Bill Higgins has pushed our MP, Kit Malthouse, for a meeting at Conholt. 

Cllr Kirsty North confirmed that Jonathan Bambridge and RW Armstrongs have carried out a second road survey. They agreed on previously discussed repairs to roadside verges and to leaving gateways as passing bays. They have further included an area to the south of Tangley in the reinstatement programme and all is on track for the repairs to take place this Spring. 

Philip Wray said that 177 defects have been reported on the roads in Tangley Parish since the Conholt project began. Cllr Kirsty North said that some repairs have been carried out. Steve Kershaw said that residents were more aware of what the roads were like before the Conholt traffic destroyed the verges and widened them and residents or parish councillors should have been included in the survey process. Extra passing places are now in existence that were never there before. 

Brian Comley said he had reported a broken manhole cover on Hatherden Lane earlier in the day. HCC Highways responded quickly and the manhole cover has been replaced.

Brian Comley further reported that contractors working for Millers farm had caused road closures and disruption around Tangley for the third year running. They knowingly felled trees onto the lanes when they could have been felled onto farmland. The works lasted over a week. The Clerk will write to Steve Miller and state that the situation is unacceptable and that the Parish Council should be advised well in advance of all road disruption/closures in future.

Philip Wray advised that planning application 26/00617/FULL for the Erection of a Single Dwelling on land north of Matthews Cottage in Hatherden is unacceptable as it is outside the village settlement boundary and in an AONB. The electricity pylon would need to come down, and the cable relocated underground which, cost-wise, is excessive for one house. There were two pre-planning applications submitted for this land last year and the plan shows two buildings in situ, which are temporary field shelters. Philip has written to TVBC as he feels that approval of this planning application could lead to further development on the site.

28/26 PRESENT
Matt Nicol (Chairman), Nigel Bull (Vice-Chairman), Alex Raworth, Tim Strong, Sarah Eaton and Cllr Kirsty North (HCC) were present. The Clerk was in attendance.  

 29/26 APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Catherine Morton and Cllr Phil North (TVBC) 

30/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest. 

31/26 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd February 2026 were proposed by Alex Raworth and seconded by Tim Strong.  The minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record.

32/26 PLANNING
26/00097/FULLN Dilly House, Wildhern- Retention of outbuilding as annexe – No objection
26/00617/FULLN Land to NW of Matthews Cottage – Erection of single-story dwellings - Object
Bellway Homes proposal to build 900 dwellings and 1.5 ha of employment allocation north of Saxon Way, Manor Farm, Enham Alamein – Track and monitor

33/26 HIGHWAYS
The parish council voted to support Bill Higgins request to support him in escalating the WCC alleged negligence case concerning the Conholt planning process to The Ombudsman. 

Tim Strong asked Cllr Kirsty North if she could ask Jonathan Bambridge, HCC Highways Engineer, for a copy of the map detailing all the areas of verge reinstatement included in the second road survey which took place recently with RW Armstrongs.

34/26 FOOTPATHS
Alex Raworth advised that a motorcyclist had been seen on the old Roman Road between Chalkpit Cottages and the Conholt road. Restricted Byway signs have been supplied by HCC RoW and erected by Tangley Estate but are not particularly effective. It was suggested that we get a more formal sign from HCC Highways installed. The Clerk will request this.

35/26 DEFIBRILLATORS (AEDs)
The AED at The Old Bell & Crown finally has a new battery and pad pack which was installed by Brian Comley. Thank you to Brian for doing this. Alex Raworth reported that the internal light sensor is not working when the cabinet is opened. Brian will look into this.

All AEDs were inspected prior to the meeting and are in good order. Tim Strong inspected the AED at The Hare & Hounds and reported that it appears to be in full working order, despite the pub being shut. The Clerk will endeavour to find out what the plans for the pub are and how long it is likely to be shut. The Circuit will be updated accordingly. 

36/26 FINANCE
The Internal Audit has been booked with John Murray in Winchester for 27th April 2026.

The Tangley Allotment Group annual rent in the amount of £50 has been paid.

The Village Hall Committee has agreed to pay 50% of the annual costs for hiring the port-a-loo so The Clerk will invoice retrospectively for the past year. It was also agreed that the port-a-loo would only be in situ from April to October in future.


The Clerk prepared a bank reconciliation prior to the meeting and advised that the bank balance is £7,552.40 after all payments had been reconciled to the last statement. £833.71 is held on behalf of the Sports Group and £1,200 for The Close, leaving PC funds at £5,518.69 at the year end. The bank reconciliation was signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

The following bank payments were proposed by all present:

[bookmark: _Hlk218501405]£768.00 TVBC matting around table tennis table – Paid from Tennis Court Funds
£445.37 Clerks salary (Mar) 
	£  30.60 HMRC re. PAYE 
	£  18.00 Hysons re. PAYE administration (Mar)
£132.00 Ace Liftaway re. port-a-loo rental
	£103.70 TVBC Grounds Maintenance (Apr)
	£638.14 Simon Nightingale re. SLR signs (split 50/50 with VD/HT)
	£961.80 Simon Nightingale re. SID sign management
	£  45.00 Open Spaces Society Subscription (L Leask)
	£184.97 Ace Liftway re. port-a-loo rental 
	£  45.20 Clerks Expenses – stationery
	£323.00 HALC Annual Subscription 
	£  60.00 CPRE Annual Subscription (DD)
£445.37 Clerks salary (April) 
	£  30.60 HMRC re. PAYE 
	£  18.00 Hysons re. PAYE administration (April)


37/26 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
The fingerpost sign at the war memorial has been taken down and stripped back to bare metal and will be completely re-painted in white with black lettering, as before.

38/26 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Unity bus service has written to all parish councils in our area to try and see what the appetite is for a community transport service (local bus). They are asking each parish for a £300 annual donation. They would charge £6 for a return trip to Andover. Alex Raworth said that there is already a service in operation locally called Transport Connect and it is booked by phoning the day before and costs £4.50 each journey. The Clerk will advise Unity of this.

There was a good turnout for the Annual Parish Litter Pick and a huge pile of rubbish and assorted larger items were found and deposited at the Village Hall for collection by TVBC. Thank you to everyone who took part and to Sue Warren for providing the list of routes.


The meeting closed at 20.52


The next meeting of Tangley Parish Council (Budget/Precept) will take place on 
Monday, 18th May 2026 at 7pm at the Parish Hall in Wildhern

 
