MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL AGM OF TANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 HELD ON MONDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 7.00 PM 
AT THE PARISH HALL, WILDHERN


65/26 OPEN FORUM 
4 members of the public were present.

66/26 PRESENT
Matt Nicol (Chairman), Nigel Bull (Vice-Chairman), Tim Strong, Philip Wray, Catherine Morton and Sarah Eaton were present. Cllr Kirsty North (HCC) attended the meeting. The Clerk was in attendance.  
 
67/26 APOLOGIES	
There were apologies from Alex Raworth and Cllr Phil North. 

68/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

69/26 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th July 2026 were proposed by Nigel Bull and seconded by Matt Nicol. The minutes were then signed as a true record by the Chairman.

70/26 PLANNING
26/01734/FULLN Starlings, Wildhern – Conversion of studio/store to bedroom/bathroom - Support
26/01792/FULLN Wych Elm House,Wildhern – 1st Floor & side extn.to garage - office/gym - Support

71/26 HIGHWAYS
A meeting convened by Steve Kershaw was held at The Fox Inn on 4th September 2026 with Kit Malthouse MP. Matt Nicol and Philip Wray were invited to attend as representatives of Tangley Parish Council. Also present were Robin Casson and Brian Comley. The meeting lasted 90 minutes during which Mr Malthouse was shown around the parish accompanied by Steve Kershaw, Robin Casson and Philip Wray, to view the state of the verges and the ineffective repairs. It was stated that more details from this meeting would be available in due course.

Robin Casson said the worst affected area is Waterswell. Robin showed old pictures from Google Earth of how our lanes looked prior to the Conholt project. He is compiling a map highlighting all the problem areas to use when discussing the situation in future. Between Pollards and Hampshire Gap there are now 35 new passing areas. Bill Higgins said that we do have to accept that modern cars and farm equipment have got bigger over the years, so passing places are necessary on our narrow lanes at sensible intervals.  

However, the width of our roads has been increased, which will only encourage speeding, so it would be good to have the verges reinstated to how they were originally. In the recent rain a lot of the new stone washed away. In Robin’s view, this should have been taken up before putting down the topsoil and grass seed. Robin was very clear that he felt the work to date has not been satisfactory. It appears that there is still work going on at Conholt, although large lorries are no longer coming through the parish, apart from water tankers. 

Cllr Kirsty North confirmed that HCC Highways will be carrying out repairs to patch road defects on Hatherden Lane from 23rd September and on Tangley Bottom Road from 6th October. The work will mostly take place at night. A traffic control system will be put in place for the rolling works. 

Regarding Church Lane, Cllr Kirsty North said she has gone back to the highways engineer about this, but he is currently on annual leave. Robin Casson confirmed that the number of large HGVs has now stopped. Kirsty highlighted a new highway verge tree scheme and will apply on our behalf. 

All overgrown hedges and fallen trees should be reported to HCC via the parish website link “Report and Issue (HCC)”. There is a mapping system so you can pinpoint the exact location of the problem. 
However, the vegetation around our SID/SLR signs may need to be cut back manually rather than using a hedge cutter which either damages the signs or can’t get close enough to clear the obstruction.

72/25 FOOTPATHS
Thank you to Matt Morton for repairing the damaged restricted by-way sign on the Roman Road. 
The right of way from Holt Lane to Rushmore Farm in Upton is overgrown at the Tangley end. Conholt and Steve Miller have been contacted, and they will clear it in September after the bird nesting season has ended. Portmans have done a fantastic job of clearing their end beyond our parish boundary dropping down into Upton. 

The badly leaning Ash tree by Causeway Cottage will be reported to HCC via their link by The Clerk.

73/26 DEFIBRILLATORS (AEDs)
At a recent Village Hall Committee meeting the idea of arranging some defibrillator training was discussed. Philip Wray will find out the cost of the course and put out feelers to see how many parishioners would be interested in taking part. Depending on the cost of the training, it was suggested that we ask for a financial contribution per participant as that would imply some commitment to attending the actual training session. The AEDs are all compliant until June 2028. A fundraiser to replace 5 of them is being held in 2027.

74/26 FINANCE 
BDO LLP confirmed that they have concluded our external audit with no areas of concern. The Conclusion of Audit Notice has been posted on the parish website. As our turnover last year went over £50,000, due to all the work being done on the playing field, BDOs annual fee was increased.

The Clerk prepared a bank reconciliation prior to the meeting and advised that the bank balance is £7,720.08 after all payments had been reconciled to the last statement. £1,139.71 is held on behalf of the Sports Group and £1,200 on behalf of the village green, leaving PC funds at £5,380.37. Our second precept payment of £9,000 is due in October. The bank reconciliation was then signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

The following online bank payments were agreed by all councillors in attendance:

	Bank reconciliation to be approved and signed. 
	Payments to be proposed and seconded by signatories for approval to pay:
	£115.95 TVBC Grounds Maintenance (August)
	£180.00 Ace Liftaway re. port-a-loo (July)
£445.37 Clerks salary (August) 
	£  30.60 HMRC re. PAYE 
	£  18.00 Hysons re. PAYE administration (August)
	£500.00 S.Titarenko re. refurbishment/painting of finger post at War Memorial
	£144.00 Ace Liftaway re. port-a-loo (August)
	£378.00 BDO LLP External Audit fee
	£115.95 TVBC Grounds Maintenance (September)
£ 445.37 Clerks salary (September) 
	£   30.60 HMRC re. PAYE 
	£   18.00 Hysons re. PAYE administration (September)

75/26 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
Brian Comley has asked for permission to reduce a small tree which overhangs the notice board outside The Cricketers. It was agreed this should go ahead. Thanks to Brian for doing this.





76/26 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Lawrence Leask was unable to attend the meeting but there has been no decision yet regarding the outcome of the VGA inquiry following the pre-release of the inspector’s report. Cllr Phil North will address planning queries raised by the other party and respond formally to Lawrence Leask and the Parish Council in due course. 


The meeting closed at 19.58


The next meeting of Tangley Parish Council will take place on 
Monday, 19th October 2026 at 7pm in the Parish Hall in Wildhern
 
