MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF TANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 HELD ON MONDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2021 AT 7PM 
VIA ZOOM ONLINE VIDEO LINK


01/21 OPEN FORUM
Lawrence Leask joined the open forum to say he would like the green area and parking spaces in The Close to be retained if possible when Aster sell off the garages.  Both Lawrence and Phil North have been speaking to Daniel Rhind-Tutt of Aster to try and find out what Aster’s intentions are with regard to selling off the garages and land.  Phil North said he has been told that Aster understand it would be hard to build on the green area due to the sewage treatment plant and tank below ground.  The Parish Council would also like to find a way to retain the green as public open space but feel it is a case of waiting for Aster to make their intentions clear.  Phil North explained that he has a scheduled meeting with Daniel Rhind-Tutt in early April so he will update us on the outcome of that.  Given Aster’s plans to sell assets in The Close the Parish Council is concerned about the possible impact on residents.  

02/21 PRESENT
Charles Haswell (Chairman), Nigel Bull (Vice-Chairman), Catherine Morton, Alex Raworth, Janie Joll, Matt Nicol and Tim Strong were present.  Cllr Phil North (TVBC) and Cllr Kirsty North (HCC) were present.  The Clerk was in attendance.  1 member of the public was present. 
 
03/21 APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.

04/21 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 11 January 2021 were proposed by Alex Raworth and seconded by Charles Haswell.  They will be signed by the Chairman after the meeting.

05/21 PLANNING
The following planning applications were discussed: 
21/00019/FULLN Matthews Cottage – Single storey rear extension - Support
19/03058/FPN Hatherden Farm – Re-route footpath behind Penton Saw Mill – No objection
21/00403/FULLN Hillside, 22 Hatherden – 2 storey extension above flat roof - Support
19/00996/FULLN Eastend Farm - Planning Appeal Hearing 8/12/2020 – Appeal dismissed

Affordable Rural Homes at Charlton Down.  
Nick Hughes of English Rural has done some desktop research on the gravel pit and he has produced a preliminary sketch of what the site could look like with 6 affordable homes built on it with each home having 2 parking spaces and a garden.  The draft plans do not remove any of the existing hedging or screening and use the current access from The Cut.  If built on the basis of Nick Hughes sketch the development would blend well into the landscape. 

Nick Hughes has also prepared a draft pre-planning application which the parish councillors have all been asked to look at carefully and provide their feed-back/comments prior to deciding whether to ask English Rural to submit it on our behalf to TVBC.  The pre-planning process is free for rural exception sites so there is no cost to the parish for exploring the viability of the site in terms of whether it would be likely to obtain planning approval.  It is essential that we carry out this feasibility exercise because if the site is unlikely to get planning then there is no point in going ahead with a Housing Needs Survey and involving parishioners in the consultation process.  
If the site is viable parishioners will be informed and consulted at every stage of the process whilst we try to fulfil our aim of building a few affordable rural homes in the parish.  

06/21 SUPERFAST BROADBAND UPDATE FOR CHARLTON DOWN
Openreach has advised that the contract has progressed to pre-installation stage and a number of notices have appeared along the lanes, presumably marking where additional poles will be erected.  Delivery must be within 9 months of signing the contract with Openreach.  The Chairman said that Openreach has been carrying out a survey to install fibre to the premises for other properties in the parish.  
  	
07/21 FOOTPATHS
The stile on Footpath 20 coming in from Pill Heath was getting very wobbly but Iain Hunt has repaired the stile and it is now more stable.  The Clerk has thanked Iain for making a quick repair but the post to the side of the stile is also loose and probably needs replacing.

Fox Wood
Parishioners persist in deviating from the footpath in Fox Wood which is unacceptable and unnecessary as the official footpath is clearly marked.  A cut through behind The Fox is used regularly to access the main footpath, rather than walking around the front of the pub to the official footpath.  It was suggested that a physical barrier be erected across this access point with a Private Land sign installed.  The problem with Fox Wood is that it is unfenced and therefore accessible from both sides of the road beyond The Fox and people drive out to walk and park along Fox Plantation Lane without realising that the wood is private land.  It was suggested that the landowner could provide a letter which could be posted through all local residents doors reminding them that Fox Wood is private land and therefore out of bounds, apart from the official footpath.  The parish council would be happy to deliver the letters.

The landowner of Fox Wood is a highly active conservationist who has made considerable efforts to protect and regenerate our landscape and wildlife and the Parish Council believes his concerns should be respected.  Whilst the parish council can’t police our network of footpaths we would be grateful if all residents could stick to the official paths and not trespass onto private land, although we appreciate that it is not always parishioners who deviate from our footpaths.   

08/21 HIGHWAYS
There has been a request from a parishioner to extend the 30mph speed limit above The Fox to beyond the war memorial now that the 2 new barns have been developed at the crossroads.  Whilst the new SID signs have helped, traffic has been recorded on the SID going at 59mph coming into the speed limit in Tangley and people only slow down when they hit the 30mph limit.  If the speed limit was to be extended this would include the sharp bend within the 30mph zone.  The chevron warning signs on the sharp bend have either fallen down or are bent so are not effective so need to be replaced.  Cllr Kirsty North (HCC) will be asked to advise HCC of this.  The 30mph sign in Tangley just above The Fox is still partially obscured by foliage.  

Having advertised and not managed to sell the original SpeedWatch equipment in November it has now been decided to explore deploying this in Tangley around The Fox area.  The Clerk will contact the police to find out how we get a suitable operation site approved.

The missing 30mph sign in Hatherden will be replaced imminently.

It was agreed that HCC might also be approached to extend the 30mph limit at the South end of Wildhern to the junction at the end of Charlton Down opposite the Hare & Hounds pub.

Signs left by HCC/the police in Wildhern after a recent accident still need to be collected.

Cllr. Kirsty North has arranged for a replacement fingerpost to be manufactured and installed on the crossroads at Pill Heath so that Tangley and The Chutes are back on the post and Newbury is signed in the right direction.  The sign is bespoke and will therefore take time to make and install but the matter is in hand.  

Philip Wray has reported the flooding around the rugby club roundabout and been assured that the drain here has been cleared.  He would also like the flooding on Hatherden Lane near the large oak tree to be managed/resolved.  He has also requested that the pavement from Hatherden School to The Close is cleared of mud and leaves, which would make sense before the school re-opens fully on 8 March.  Cllr Phil North thought this might be the responsibility of TVBC so he will follow up on this for us.  The Clerk was asked to submit photos.

The laurel hedge outside Paradise House has recently been decimated by a hedge cutter but it is unclear who undertook this work as it is the responsibility of the property owner to cut their roadside hedge.  

09/21 SIDs & SLR PARTNERSHIP SCHEME
The SIDs are being deployed more in Tangley to try and curb the speeding problem around The Fox.  Simon Nightingale has been asked to download and submit data from the signs so we can analyse the average speed of traffic and highlight where the main problem is.

10/21 DEFIBRILLATORS (AEDs)
All 6 PadPaks need to be replaced in 2021 due to their warranties coming to an end despite none of the AEDs being used last year.  This is just a reminder to order the PadPaks.

11/21 FINANCE
The Clerk prepared and circulated a bank reconciliation prior to the meeting along with bank statements and advised that the bank balance is £10,800.02 after all cheques and payments had been reconciled to the last statement.  £7,357.39 is held on behalf of the Sports Group and £2,400 is held (deposits) on behalf of the Charlton Down broadband group, leaving the PC funds at £1,042.63.  The bank reconciliation will be signed by the Chairman as a true account after the virtual meeting.

An online banking schedule (22/2/2021) was approved authorising the following payments:
£  72.00 Adam Keppel-Green re. website hosting/domain subscriptions (retrospective) 
£  59.99 Microsoft Office Annual Subscription (retrospective)
£  36.00 CPRE Annual Subscription
£438.18 Clerks Salary (February)

12/21 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
Litter in the parish is becoming quite a problem as we have not been able to organise our usual parish group efforts, so if you feel you could spend an hour or so helping to clear the area immediately around your property that would be great. TVBC can supply you with a picker tool, bags and a yellow safety tabard.  All you need to do is sign up at the TVBC site to obtain a kit so here is the link:

https://www.testvalley.gov.uk/transportparkingandstreets/streetcleaningandlitter/community-litter-pickers

If you have the spare bin capacity it would really help if you could put the rubbish you collect in your own bin/s.  Thank you.

The parish notice board outside The Cricketers needs repairing.  The old hardboard backing needs to be removed and replaced with rubber or something that is easier to insert pins into.  The Clerk will organise the repair. 

13/21 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The process of transferring the existing lease from the old Village Hall Committee to the new CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation) is due to complete on 28 February 2021 and everything has been prepared and signed to facilitate this.  Thank you to Nigel Bull who has represented the Parish Council in a legal capacity with regard to the lease transfer.  The new CIO Trustees will take up office from 1 March 2021.  

A recent asbestos survey has been undertaken at the village hall by CJM Environmental and there is only minimal low-grade asbestos in the glue between the floor tiles in the storage room but apart from that no asbestos.

The Rev. Tom has requested the Parish Councils permission to site two electric charging points outside Tangley Church.  Whilst there would be no cost to the parish it was suggested that The Clerk arranges a Zoom meeting with Tom to see what the thinking is behind this and what other activities are being planned for Tangley Church before giving approval.

Jean Pittfield has found an old copy of the Call a Friend booklet produced by a local charity about 10 years ago which provided contact details about emergency services, local amenities and other local information.  Jean has suggested that this is updated and redistributed but the parish council felt that this would be time-consuming and costly and the key information could be extracted from the document, updated and then added to a page in Village News and posted on the parish website.  



The meeting closed at 20.22



The next virtual meeting of Tangley Parish Council will take place on 
Monday, 12 April  2021 at 7pm via Zoom

 
